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 3,600 Miles in a 2010 PORSCHE Panamera Turbo 
by 

Peter Sontag, President, Fast Lane Travel, Inc. 

The Official PCA PORSCHE Treffen® Travel Provider 

 

Parking the brand new PORSCHE Panamera Turbo was 

not fun.  It wasnõt because of the amazing four-

corner proximity alert system; the rear view camera 

and guidance system; the distance-measuring radar in 

the front . . . No, it was because of the crowds that 

gathered every place in Germany, Switzerland, 

Austria and Italy when I tried to safely position the 

car.  Back in õ94 when I bought a bright red Viper with 

tan leather interior, with the license plate M8INUSA, 

I got a lot of stares, smiles and thumbs up, but that 

was a mere fraction of the interest the PORSCHE 

Panamera Turbo generated.  All I heard was òdarf ich 

hineinschauen; ein Bild machen; oder mein Sohn 

möchte sich bitte hineinsetzen.ó (may I look inside; 

take a picture; or my son wants to sit inside). 

 

I just returned after a month in 

Europe managing the 2009 Fall 

PORSCHE Treffen and Fest trips.   

For the past two weeks I had the 

privilege and pleasure of enjoying 

the most amazing PORSCHE I had 

ever driven.  Just to underscore 

that comment ð I have owned 32 

PORSCHES in my life and driven 

others including GT2s, GT3s and a 

wild 935 (with a Dampfrad).  There, on Thursday, September 24th I was briefed by 

Sebastian and Murat in Ludwigsburg, about ten minutes from the heart of our passion ð 

Zuffenhausen, by those two venerable, Panamera experts as to the operation of this land-

based F-14 missile.  Everything in the cockpit 

is exactly where it is supposed to be.  Driving, 

comfort, navigation, sound, heated/air 

conditioned seats and all other conceivable 

systems controls are readily at your fingertips 

and easily understood and manipulated.  There 

are several overhead controls, including the 

sunroof, surrounded by a delicate U-shaped 

gently illuminated strip of soft lighting.   

Speaking of lighting, of course, the door sills, 

backseat and other unexpected areas are also bathed in soft unobtrusive illumination. 
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My favorite was the 

feature that allows a 

couple different sport 

settings ð fabulous on 

Swiss Mountain roads.  On 

the Autobahn I lowered 

the car so it was closer to 

the ground ð with just a 

touch of a button.  I 

couldnõt believe this 

automotive pinnacle of 

technology actually has a 

òlaunch controló system.  

You press a button while 

placing your left foot on the brake; then floor the gas; let go the brake ð I had to go see an 

orthodontist because it made my gums bleed.  And yet, the gas mileage is unbelievable 

because the car also has a feature (which you can deactivate if it drives you crazy) that 

whenever you stop, at letõs say a traffic light, and place your foot on the brake, the engine 

shuts down.  The moment you release the brake the engine is already running again.  How 

did the boys in Weissach figure that one out?  

 

I was able to hook my i-Phone into a 

plug in the center console and listen 

to my favorite aria from La Traviata 

òDammi tu forza, o cieloó playing 

through the on-board concert hall 

BOSE sound system (sorry, I am 

Chairman of Tampa Bay Opera, Inc.).  
Iõve seen and heard La Traviata in 

New York, St. Petersburg and Vienna 

ð this is better.  The trunk space is 

phenomenal, especially since you can 

activate the trunk remotely and it will silently glide 

open to the gawks of onlookers.   The rear seats are 

identical to the front bucket seats, fully adjustable 

and with individual comfort controls.  If you want a 

little privacy or block the sunõs rays you have electric 

side and rear window curtains ð touch of a button.   

 

I have never felt more in control, safer and more 

confident at 170 mph (272 kms/hr) than in all my 

previous eighty-odd PORSCHE trips to Europe.  You 

sit in a cockpit, glued to the ground, with the world 

being pulled past you at an astonishing velocity.  Yes, 

there you are on a public highway setting the land 

speed record.  Speaking of speed ð you know whatõs 
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really sexy?  Thatõs a whale tail that appears from nowhere at speed and has bimodal 

extensions that swing outward only to once again disappear when the speed drops.  Amazing.   

A couple years ago on one of my PORSCHE trips to Europe one of the participants 

exclaimed, after a particularly clear 

stretch of the A-7 Autobahn on a sunny 

day, that òyou havenõt lived until you have 

passed a German highway Polizei car at 

165 mph, sucking off his hubcaps as you 

go past, and he just smiles and gives you 

the thumbs up!ó  Did I mention that it 

attracted tons of attention especially 

from pretty girls? 

 

Iõm in love with the 

PORSCHE Panamera, and yes, 

Iõm going to order one.  Iõm 

selling my Rolls and my 911, 

sorry folks; this is THE 

right PORSCHE at THE 

right time!  There is nothing 

like it that you have ever 

experienced.  Come with me 

to Germany and see for 

yourself and youõll 

understand why it is my 

business to do pleasure! 

 
Peter M. Sontag, President      peter@fastlanetravel.com, 

Fast Lane Travel, Inc.TM             www.fastlanetravel.com 

Suite 510-340 

2519 McMullen Booth Rd. N.      

Clearwater, FL 33761-4174 

 

 

Fabulous PCA PORSCHE and CUSTOM PORSCHE trips since 1976! 

mailto:peter@fastlanetravel.com
http://www.fastlanetravel.com/

